ness, adhesiveness and purity. Second, the best instruments, in the hands of the most skillful experience.
But however excellent the appliances, well adapted the instruments, or ingenious the hand that guides them, they are all valueless and fail to accomplish the end, if the gold does not combine the qualities above indicated.
To insure with uniformity the characteristics of adhesiveness and toughness, it is absolutely essential that the gold should first be made pure.
For the present it is sufficient to remark, that much of the gold prepared for our profession is rendered "chemically pure" by quartation, and consequently cannot always be pure, for the reason that gold often contains foreign metals not soluble in acids. In addition to this, gold is often alloyed before it is beaten into foil.
Indicative of this fact, and as a universal test of the quality of gold, whether in the form of foil or otherwise, it is only necessary to consider that pure gold is of a uniform color throughout the world. A comparison of Abbey's foil, and some few others, with the paler foils of the market, will render it easy to distinguish between gold which is absolutely pure, and that which is not.
At some future time we will endeavor to give in the Journal, the process by which gold may be obtained in all cases, entirely pure. But to our purpose. Being previously provided with various instruments, whose extremities are subdivided into two or more points, we, by pressure upon the sponge, readily induce it to adhere to them, when we carefully carry it to its destination in the cavity of the tooth, which has been previously dried with paper. As the operation is repeated, accompanied with thorough packing and pressure, it will be found that the particles of gold readily weld together into a solid mass; so that when the stopping is completed, it in all respects resembles melted gold, and may be subjected to the same treatment with impunity. For May he reap the abundant reward he deserves.
Errata.?Page 347, 6th line from the bottom, for intergrafted, read integrated.
